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The Asia-Pacific Regional Interfaith Dialogue is co-sponsored by New Zealand, 
Australia, Indonesia and the Philippines and involves delegations from more than a 
dozen countries in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. The 6th Asia Pacific Regional 
Dialogue on Interfaith Cooperation (RID-6) was held in Semarang, Central Java, 
Indonesia from March 11 - 15, 2012. Previous dialogues have taken place in 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia in 2004; Cebu, the Philippines in 2006; Waitangi, New 
Zealand in 2007; Phnom Penh, Cambodia in 2008; and, in Perth, Australia in 2009.  

Each RID brings together religious and community leaders, civil society 
representatives, journalists and accompanying officials from the participating 
countries and includes Muslims, Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs, Bahá’ís, 
and Confucians. At Semarang twelve countries were represented – Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam. An official from the 
Malaysia embassy in Jakarta also attended. The contributions of delegates from Fiji 
and Papua New Guinea were missed at the Semarang dialogue. 

The specific theme for the Semarang dialogue, ‘Strengthening Collaborative 
Communities to Promote Regional Peace and Security: Interfaith in Action’ was 
designed to build upon the five previous successful meetings and to look to the future 
of interfaith relations and understanding in our region.   
 
The New Zealand delegates were: 
Prithipal Singh Basra   
Sister Catherine Jones  
Venerable Abbess Manshin  
Todd Nachowitz 
Selva Ramasami 
Reverend Uesifili Unasa 
Professor Paul Morris 
Dr Anwar Ghani  
Daniela Astrid Klein  
 
They were accompanied and supported by officials, Joy McDowall from the Office of 
Ethnic Affairs; Jemma Lala and Elizabeth Halliday from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade; and, the delegation was led by Melisa Lee (Parliamentary Private 
Secretary for Ethnic Affairs). On the last evening and final session, the delegation was 
joined by Ian Brownlie, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of New Zealand in Jakarta.  
 
The Dialogue consisted of two introductory plenary sessions on the first day, followed 
by three working groups, assigned different aspects of the themes and sub-themes. 
These working groups in turn reported back their recommended actions to the 
participants as a whole. These three sets of recommendations were then synthesized to 



produce the ‘Semarang Plan of Action’ (Appendix 1, below) which was ratified by all 
delegates at the final session on March 15 2012.  
The working sessions were interspersed by visits to local religious sites of interest, 
including: mosques; churches, Catholic and Dutch Reformed; and, Hindu, Buddhist 
and Confucian temples. There afforded delegates the opportunity to see the local 
religious sites, experience local hospitality - including music ranging from religious 
hymns to a saxophone rendition of ‘Amazing Grace’ - but more importantly to meet 
and get to know members of their own and other delegations as friendships and 
relationships developed within and across countries and faith communities.   
 
The New Zealand contribution was again pivotal and integral to the whole dialogue. 
Members of the New Zealand delegation served in significant roles: including a well 
received speech from Melissa Lee; two successful plenary addresses; the chairing of a 
plenary session; the chairing of a workshop; acting as rapporteur for another 
workshop; as well as playing a significant part on the Drafting Committee for the 
Semarang Plan of Action. Our team, consisting of representatives of Buddhism, 
Islam, Christianity, Judaism, Sikhism and Hinduism, worked closely together, 
exchanged ideas and consistently made high quality interventions in the sessions and 
discussions,. We also contributed a waiata to the closing ceremony.  Two members of 
the New Zealand delegation played a major role in the press conference that followed 
the formal end of the dialogue.  
   
The dialogue has matured over the past eight years and while there were old and 
familiar faces there were new faces in all delegations. The level of trust was clearly 
evident across countries and religious traditions in the comparative ease at which open 
and honest discussions began and developed and in the way the Semarang Plan of 
Action was so enthusiastically and positively ratified. Whilst there was recognition 
that there were a growing number of different bilateral, multilateral and global 
interfaith meetings and dialogues, there was very wide agreement on the unique 
regional character, range, and singular value of the RID process.   
 
The Semarang Declaration, issued and adopted at the end of the dialogue, groups the 
recommendations under five headings: (1) leaders of religious communities; (2) civil 
society; (3) youth; (4) education; and, (5) media and communication. Unlike previous 
RID declarations and recommendations the Semarang document begins with the 
responsibilities of the delegates themselves for the development of interfaith dialogue 
and the implementation of the Semarang Plan of Action, in the home countries and 
regionally. These responsibilities include their ongoing support for RID process, the 
active dissemination of the recommendations to the religious communities that they 
represent, and active encouragement of the full use of the RID website to promote 
awareness of events, meetings and developments around our region.  
 
As in previous years the New Zealand delegation has made recommendations from 
RID to be taken up in New Zealand.  
 
Recommendation 1 
That New Zealand participate in the two Indonesian government initiatives: (i) the 
Special Program of the Indonesian Arts and Culture Scholarship 2012, comprising of 
15 scholarships for future faith leaders from RID countries for 7 weeks in Indonesia 



later in 2012; and, (ii) the Peace Journalism Media Workshop, bringing 15 young 
journalists from 15 RID countries to Indonesia later in 2012.  
 
 
 
Recommendation 2 
That the 2013 National Interfaith Women’s Forum engage with the development of a 
Regional Women’s Interfaith Network, and discuss its support for the increased 
representation of women at future RIDs. 
 
Recommendation 3 
That a programme for young, emerging religious leaders be developed in conjunction 
with the 2013 National Interfaith Forum, sponsored by the religious communities and 
government, leading to collaborative interfaith projects involving young men and 
women.  
 
Recommendation 4  
That a Working Group be established to develop a regional Youth Interfaith 
Celebration Day in conjunction with interfaith groups in the other RID countries. 

 
Recommendation 5  
That a Working Group be set up to promote sister school relationships established to 
foster mutual understanding, through face to face contact or utilizing on-line 
technologies, and that schools be encouraged to make use of religious adherents in 
their teaching about religions.  
 
Recommendation 6 
That religious communities develop a core group of interfaith exponents, who have 
expertise and experience in both their own religious traditions and interfaith dialogue, 
and that a register of these be kept by OEA/MFAT. 
 
Recommendation 7 
That a Working Group be set up to establish the most effective use of social media, 
both to strengthen the networks forged at this RID and to promote the vision of the 
RID process. 
 
 
Although not formally on the Semarang agenda, the New Zealand delegation 
discussed programmes to reduce family violence in New Zealand and registered their 
support for such initiatives and agreed to promote these in their respective religious 
communities. 
 
 
Appendix 1 (Semarang POA)  
 
 


