
North Island Regional Interfaith Forum (July update)

‘Sharing Care of the Earth: Science - Faith - Action’ 
Saturday 29 August 2015 9am to 5pm
Te Waiora Chaplaincy Centre, Massey University, Palmerston North 

Now is the time for action to prevent future global disaster triggered by Climate Change and other 
consequences of our modern civilisation. The World's great Faiths share a recognition that human 
beings have a sacred responsibility to care for the Earth, its people and all living things. This 
Regional Interfaith Forum focuses on two practical issues: (1) Mitigation of damaging changes and, 
(2) Adaptation to a changed world; and  two ethical issues: (1) Justice for developing countries 
and, (2) Justice for future generations.

Science: The Keynote Address, Global change — failure to care for the Earth, will be given by 
Dr Kevin Tate, a global change expert, who has provided advice to national and international policy 
makers, including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, N Z Government and the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. Kevin will set the scene by describing the 
challenges that have been identified by global science.

 Faith: A panel of speakers, led by Dr Anwar Ghani, scientist and Muslim leader who will begin the 
discussion by addressing the topic of “Environmental Stewardship from a Muslim Faith 
Perspective’. Other faith perspectives presented: -

Jewish — David Zwartz and Paul Blashcke
Christian (Catholic) — Martin de Jong
Baha’i — Sam Te Tau
Hindu — Sreejith Sreekumar
Buddhist — Gen Demo Kelsang

Action: A series of concurrent workshops led by experts in their fields will examine key issues: -

1. Reversing Environmental Degradation — Shah Shatnam Ji Green ’S’ Welfare Force (initiators 
of mass interfaith environmental action in communities throughout New Zealand)  

2. Climate Change: Energy, Adaptation and Resilience - what can citizens do? — Prof. Ralph 
Sims (Professor of Sustainable Energy at Massey University, and Director of the Centre for 
Energy Research).

3. Adaptation (Sustaining Soil) - Dr Alec Mackay (Principal Scientist, Land and Environment 
Group, AgResearch, Palmerston North)

4. Environmental Justice - Martin de Jong (Caritas Researcher and Advocate for Environmental 
Justice)

5. An update to Economics (and Business) so that people and nature matter.- Prof. Marjan van 
den Belt  (Director, Ecological Economics Research New Zealand, Massey University) 
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Each workshop will seek to identify potential practical initiatives that faith communities could take 
individually or together, locally, nationally or internationally as a response to their commitment to 
care of the Earth.

A final session, chaired by Jill White (formerly Mayor of Palmerston North, Labour MP and chair of 
NZ Environmental Risk Management Authority), will share these ideas amongst all participants  
and document workable suggestions. 

To Register

Please email a completed Registration Form to bob_skipp@xtra.co.nz by Saturday 22 August

Cost $25 Payment is requested at time of registration - please see Registration form for payment 
options.

Accommodation will be available at Massey Halls of Residence ,or at reduced rates at nearby 
motels. Contact Moana at Colonial Court Motel at colonial@manawatu.gen.nz or 0800 225 645; or 
Wayne at Awatea Park Motel at office@awateapark.co.nz  or  0800 502 040.

Meals: Lunch and morning and afternoon teas on Saturday are included in the registration fee. 
Meals include vegetarian options and are suitable for vegans. Morning and afternoon refreshments 
are also included in the registration fee. There will be a range of other hot and cold refreshment 
drinks provided. 

Airport Pick-ups and Transport: Your Forum hosts will offer transportation from the airport to 
your accommodation or the venue by mini van or car.  Please book in advance by providing your 
name, flight number and arrival time by emailing: maryeastham@icloud.com

For further information contact Bob Skipp bob_skipp@xtra.co.nz or Mary Eastham 
maryeastham@icloud.com
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